Column Exchange

**If you’re using the old column within a few days, skip step 1.**
Check initial instrument method conditions and make sure correct lines and percent are set up (B1/

A1 20/80% for example). Equilibrate for 10-20 column volumes, usually for our columns 20-30

minutes is sufficient.

*Generally the best time to equilibrate a column is just before use, during writing of your sequence.

1. Equilibrate currently connected column in buffer suitable for storage.
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2. Disconnect column.
3. Open purge valve. Set up appropriate buffer lines and percentages for the new column buffer

system (look up initial conditions for the column from the instrument method).
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4. Purge.

5. Close purge valve. Without any column connected, run the buffer through the system for 2-3 min

(into waste, at 0.3 ml/min).

6. Set flow at 0.1 ml/min. Check flow direction of column (check pressure of guard column, if any, to
confirm). Connect “out” line first, then slowly connect “in” line making sure no bubbles are forming.

Monitor increase in back pressure.

7. Equilibrate for 30 min (20 column volumes).
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